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“Only silence is shame.” –Bartolomeo Vanzetti 
 

            

*Special Event for Members* 

SAGRA DEL LIBRO 

THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN BOOK FESTIVAL 

will be held on April 13th at Fordham University. 

Please read the announcement below and let us know if           
you would like to participate. 

In past years on a Sunday in May most bookstores remained open in Italy to encourage the sale 
of books and support and promote its writers. This initiative was called "Celebrazione dei Libri" 
(Book Celebration). In line with the spirit of this movement, IAWA - The Italian-American 
Writers Association, in collaboration with Dr. Giuseppe Perricone, Modern Language 
Department, are launching a “Sagra Del Libro” (Book Festival) on Friday, April 13 from 6 to 9 pm 
in the South Lounge of Fordham University’s Lincoln Center Campus, 113 West 60th Street 
(corner of Columbus Avenue) on the Mezzanine Floor. Admission is free to all.  

All members of IAWA are invited to showcase their published books. There is no charge for 
individual authors but they must be members of IAWA. Non members wishing to participate 
must join IAWA first. Tables will be set up for the display of books and promotional materials, 
and authors will be available to speak with attendees and sign books. Also lively presentations 
consisting of readings and panel discussions by the authors will make for a fascinating evening of 
celebrating our Italian-American writers. Light refreshments will be served. 

The Festival committee members are: Emelise Aleandri, Robert Agnoli, Jessica Femiania and Gil 
Fagiani. IAWA IAWA Authors wishing to participate in this 
event should contact Gil Fagiani immediately at 

fagianella@aol.com. Authors who are not yet members and 
who wish to join IAWA, please take this opportunity to join. 
Membership categories are: Student ($20), Senior ($20), 
Regular ($30), Associate ($100-249), Patron ($250- 499), 
Founder($500-1,000) and Benefactor ($1,000+). Payments and 
donations can be made through PayPal at www.iawa.net. For 
further information or any questions about IAWA, contact Dr. 
Robert Viscusi, President, at 718-951-5847 or at 
rviscusi@brooklyn.cuny.edu. Thank you in advance for your 
participation. 

Since 1991, the organization 
has given voice to writers 
through its Open Reading 
series at Cornelia St. Café 

every month. 

 

Send announcements of readings 
and literary events by the 15th of 
the preceding month to Lisa 
Paolucci at newsletter@iawa.net.  
Please format in third person and 
in this order for events: Day, Date, 
Type of event, Event and Name of 
Participants, Time, Place of event 
and address, Admission price; 
Contact information Web site.  We 
do not open attachments; please 
put all announcements in the body 
of your email in plain text only; we 
can't use jpg or anything in all caps.  
Thank you! 

 

IAWA 
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Saturday, April 14, 2012 

5:45 PM – 7:45 PM 
Poetry and Prose Features 

 plus Open Mike 
 

Cornelia St. Café, 29 Cornelia Street, Manhattan 
212-989-9319 

 www.corneliastreetcafe.com 
 

$7 minimum includes one drink. 
Come in time to sign up at 5:45 pm. 

Bring poetry Bring prose Bring script Bring a friend 
5 minute time limit for open mike 

 
Featured Readers: 

Phyllis Capello & MaryAnn Miller  

 
Writer/musician Phyllis Capello is a New York 
Foundation for the Arts fellow in fiction while 
MaryAnn Miller’s work is displayed in the National 
Museum of Women in the Arts. 

Phyllis Capello’s work has appeared in many 
anthologies and literary magazines: The Dream Book; 
From the Margin; The Voices We Carry; Don’t Tell Mama; 
The Milk of Almonds; Creative Nonfiction; Our Roots Are 
Deep with Passion; Reading, Writing and Reacting; The 
New York Quarterly; The Wind in Our Sails; The Little 
Magazine; Legendaria; Mothering; The Paterson Literary 
Review; Literary Mama and Journey Into 
Motherhood. Her songs and stories about the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Factory Fire collected in On the Breath were presented at the International 
Oral History Conference in Rome.  
 
MaryAnn L. Miller, M.Ed. MFA, will read from her debut poetry collection, Locus 
Mentis, that was published by PS Books, the small press division of Philadelphia 
Stories magazine. Her poetry won Special Mention for the Petracca Award presented by 
the literary journal Philadelphia Poets, and Kaleidoscope magazine will feature more 
of her work in July 2012. 
    Of Locus Mentis, J.C. Todd writes in Encomium: “You’ve got to revel in MaryAnn 
Miller’s poems: their wild variety, humor, dead-on truth. Their poetic high-jinks…their 
vivid detail seen through a painter’s trained eye.  With wit, verve and devastating 
delicacy, the language peels back the layers of a long life of looking hard to reveal the 
human coordinates...” 

     April 2012 

 

IAWA supports Italian 
American Writing.  

 Please support IAWA. 
 

You can make a donation  
through PayPal at 

www.iawa.net. 
 

Suggested donations: 

Membership $30 
(students and seniors $20) 

Associate $100-249 
Patron $250-499 

Founder $500-1000 
 

If you prefer to send a check, 
make it payable to “Italian 

American Writers Association,” 
and send it to the following 

address: 

Treasurer, Italian American 
Writers Association, 
P.O. Box 418, Brooklyn, NY 
11215 

http://www.corneliastreetcafe.com/
http://www.iawa.net/


     Miller has been the Resident Book Artist at the Experimental Printmaking Institute at 
Lafayette College since 2001.  She has been a contributing writer on women in the arts 
for Garden State Woman magazine , and her feature on artist Willie Cole was recently 
published in the International Review of African American Arts. 
 

Upcoming Events 

Friday, April 6 & Saturday, April 7 Performance: A Magdalene Monologue, written and 
performed by LuLu LoLo. The Magdalene Laundries: Over a period of 150 years, 
approximately 30,000 women were forced to work in the Catholic convent-run 
Magdalene Laundries of Ireland doing penance through the symbolic labor of 
laundering.  Artist Cheryl Parry collaborates with choreographer/dancer Mary-Clare 
McKenna, and playwright/actor LuLu LoLo for an art installation, film, dance, and 
monologue to explore this tragedy. Dancers include Janet Aisawa, with Kristin 
Hatleberg, Muriel Ote, & Emily Winkler. Funding has been made possible by The Puffin 
Foundation.   Gallery Hours: April 6, 6:30 – 9:30 PM, April 7, 3:30 – 9:30 PM.  
Performance begins @ 7:30.  Reception: Friday & Saturday 8:45 – 9:30 PM Post-
performance.  Free admission.  Clemente Soto Vélez Cultural and Educational Center 
(Abrazo Interno Gallery 2nd floor), 107 Suffolk St., between Rivington Street and 
Delancey Street., Lower East Side – F, J, M or Z trains to Delancey/Essex) Tel. 212-260-
4080 - CVSCENTER.ORG  

Thursday, April 12 Discussion: The Romance of Translation: A Symposium. Speakers 
include Diana Valencia (Saint Joseph College), Gian Lombardo (Emerson College), and 
Maria Esposito Frank (University of Hartford) 7:15 PM, Saint Joseph College, West 
Hartford, CT -- Mercy Hall, Crystal Room). Free Admission. Contact and information: 
dbarone@sjc.edu. 

Tuesday, April 17 Reading: Sweet Lemons 2: International Writings with a Sicilian 
Accent. The follow-up volume to the successful 2004 anthology, Sweet Lemons 2 features 
a diverse array of poetry and prose by writers of Sicilian background. While the first 
volume focused on contributors from North America, Sweet Lemons 2 expands to include 
voices from Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom, as well as 
Sicilian writers in translation, forming a global conversation on the complexities and 
contradictions of Sicilian culture. As one of the objectives of the book is to celebrate 
Sicilian writers regardless of their creative writings’ content, it includes pieces not 
explicitly Sicilian in theme. The reading features book contributors Salvatore Ala, Gil 
Fagiani, Ed Fiorelli, Marisa Frasca, Daniella Gioseffi, Maria Lisella, Frank Polizzi, and 
Maria Terrone; editors Venera Fazio and Delia De Santis, and publisher Gaetano Cipolla. 
Six pm at the Calandra Italian American Institute, 25 West 43rd Street, 17th floor, 
Manhattan. Free Admission. Seating is limited. Please call (212) 642-2094 to pre-register 
with the Calandra Institute. 

Wednesday, April 18 IAWA’s Ethnic Encounters Series: Canadian Italian and American 
Italian Writers Read.   Readings will be from More Sweet Lemons, International Writing 
with a Sicilian Accent, and other publications. Editors Venera Fazio and Delia De Santis 
will read as will contributors Sal Ala, Phyllis Capello, Gil Fagiani and Maria Lisella.  5:45 
PM- 7:45 PM at Cornelia St. Café, 29 Cornelia Street, New York, NY 10014; 212- 989-9318 

mailto:dbarone@sjc.edu


 
Thursday, April 19 Poetry Reading: Maria Terrone (The Bodies We Were 
Loaned; A Secret Room in Fall, co-winner of the McGovern Prize, and the 
chapbook American Gothic, Take 2) , Deena Linett (The Gate at Visby; Woman 
Crossing a Field; Rare Earths) and Carole Stone (Lime and Salt; Traveling 
with the Dead; American Rhapsody), 6 PM at the Cornelia Street Café, 29 
Cornelia Street, Manhattan, 212-989-9319, $7 admission includes a drink.  
http://corneliastreetcafe.com/Performances.asp?sdate=4/19/2012&from_cal= 
 

Thursday, April 19 Discussion: Celluloid Activist: The Life and Times of Vito Russo by 
Michael Schiavi. East Harlem native Vito Russo (1946-1990) was a gay and AIDS activist 
best known as the author of The Celluloid Closet: Homosexuality in the Movies (1981), a 
book that simultaneously exposed Hollywood's decades-long smear campaign against 
gays and lesbians and established the discipline of gay and lesbian media studies. A 
tireless fighter against injustice, Russo was also the co-founder of the Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) and the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT 
UP). In this presentation, Michael Schiavi, author of Celluloid Activist: The Life and Times 
of Vito Russo (University of Wisconsin Press, 2011), traces Russo’s biography and 
discusses his accomplishments.  Schiavi’s book draws upon over 200 original interviews, 
with subjects ranging from comedian Lily Tomlin to playwright and activist Larry 
Kramer, along with previously untapped letters and journal entries. His talk 
incorporates lecture, readings, and multimedia presentation in order to give a vivid 
portrait of Russo, whose legacy endures over twenty years after his death.  6 PM, 
Calandra Italian American Institute, 25 West 43rd Street, 17th floor, Manhattan. Free 
Admission. Seating is limited. Please call (212) 642-2094 to pre-register with the 
Calandra Institute. 

February 9 -- April 20  Exhibition: "The Silent Strength of Liu Xia" (extended).  Gallery 
hours: Weekdays from 9:30 am - 4:30 pm. Co-sponsored by The Alliance Program, 
Columbia University and the Ville de Boulogne-Billancourt.  Columbia University, The 
Italian Academy for Advanced Studies, 1161 Amsterdam Avenue (between 116th and 
118th Streets), New York, NY 10027, www.italianacademy.columbia.edu. 
 
Sunday, April 22 (3-7 pm); Saturday, April 28 (11-3 pm); Sunday, May 6 (11-3 
pm): Maria Terrone will read her poetic narrative, “At Home in the New World: a 
Jackson Heights Native Savors Her Neighborhood,” part of the Guggenheim Museum 
project “stillspotting nyc” that is launching in Queens after debuting in Brooklyn and 
Manhattan last year. She is one of 10 writers hired to explore how one finds calm and a 
sense of place in a bustling environment—in this case, multiethnic Jackson Heights. In 
two-hour, self-guided tours starting from the Jackson Heights–Roosevelt Ave. station, 
visitors will hear four of these personal narratives presented in various indoor and 
outdoor “stillspots” that the curators have selected. The project, called Transhistoria in 
Queens, runs over four weekends beginning April 14 and ending May 6. Terrone reads 
during the times and dates specified above. Tickets for the self-guided stillspotting tour 
are $10; free for children under 12. They can be purchased on the website 
(recommended) or at the stillspotting ticket kiosk just south of the Jackson Heights–
Roosevelt Ave transit hub (E, F, R, M, #7) at 40-40 75th Street.  

http://corneliastreetcafe.com/Performances.asp?sdate=4/19/2012&from_cal=0
http://www.italianacademy.columbia.edu/


http://stillspotting.guggenheim.org/visit/queens/ 
 

Thursday April 26 Reading: Lucia Perillo and Heather McHugh read at the 92nd St. Y.  
Lucia Perillo’s most recent collection is Inseminating the Elephant. “She’s the funniest poet 
writing today,” wrote David Kirby. “Which is saying a lot, since she’s also the poet most 
concerned with the treachery practiced on us daily by our best friends and worst 
enemies—our bodies.” 8:15pm 92nd St. Y -- Buttenwieser Hall, Lexington Avenue at 
92nd St. Tickets from $19 / $10 for those 35 and under. Event Code: TF12T71028. 
http://www.92y.org  

Friday, April 27 Italian American Poetry Festival with Peter Covino reading himself and 
Joseph Ceravalo, Donna Masini reading herself and Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Maria 
Mazziotti Gillan reading herself and Diane Di Prima, Daniela Gioseffi reading herself 
and Alfredo de Palchi, George Guida reading himself and Paul Violi, Robert Viscusi 
reading himself and Emanuel Carnevali, and a special Surprise Mystery Guest reading 
John Ciardi. 7 PM. Poet House, 10 River Terrace at Murray St. Lower Manhattan's 
Westside, Battery Park City. Trains to Chambers St. Stop or City Hall vicinity. 
http://www.PoetsHouse.org/ Hosted & funded by Daniela Gioseffi. Free admission. 
Refreshments, reception, books sales, signings. 
www.ItalianAmericanWriters.com/gioseffi.html 
 
Friday, April 27 Poetry Reading: Bronx Stories. This series showcases stories inspired by 
artwork in the museum and by experiences in the Bronx. Featured poets include: 
Ibrahim Siddiq, C Debra Thomas, Michele Tokarczyk, and Angelo Zeolla. Hosted by La 
Bruja. 6:30 PM – 9 PM at The Bronx Museum of the Arts, 1040 Grand Concourse at 165th 
Street, Bronx, New York 10456. 718-681-6000;  Free Admission, Open Mic after featured 
event. www.bronxmuseum.org <http://www.bronxmuseum.org/> . Directions: 4 
train to 161st @Yankee Stadium, Transfer to the B or D train to167st. 
 
Friday, April 27 and Saturday, April 28 Conference: Reimagining White Ethnicity: 
Expressivity, Identity, Race.  This two-day conference offers a venue for investigating 
new approaches to white ethnicity—from theoretical considerations to case studies—
that are mindful of current thinking on race, identity, and expressivity. Keynotes by 
Yiorgos Anagnostou ("Ethnic Acts: On 'European Ethnicity' Cultural Politics") and 
Sabina Magliocco ("White Ethnicity and the Discourse of Authenticity in Modern 
Paganisms"). Cosponsored by the Center for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, 
Queens College/CUNY. 9:30 AM – 5:45 PM.  Calandra Italian American Institute, 25 
West 43rd Street, 17th floor, Manhattan. Free Admission. 
 
Thursday, May 3 Special Presentation: Reconciliation,  by S. Billie Mandle 
New York Foundation for the Arts Artists & Audiences Exchange Program 
Photographer and 2010 New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowship recipient S. Billie 
Mandle presents the works in her Reconciliation project—a photographic series of 
Catholic confessionals, made from the perspective of the penitent. Using available light, 
Mandle abstracts the small rooms, looking at the relationship between the tangible 
structure of the confessional and the intangible ritual of the space. In this presentation, 
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she will discuss and show examples of these photographs, which were influenced by her 
Italian-American background.  6 PM, Calandra Italian American Institute, 25 West 43rd 
Street, 17th floor, Manhattan. Free Admission. Seating is limited. Please call (212) 642-
2094 to pre-register with the Calandra Institute. 
 
Thursday, May 10 Reading: Joseph Salvatore reads from To Assume a Pleasing Shape 
(BOA Editions, 2011).  In his debut story collection, Joseph Salvatore presents characters 
damaged and yet dignified, yearning for something that they seem unable to identify, 
much less to ask for.  A body-pierced goth girl cage-dances for a living while putting 
herself through school. A New York City academic reevaluates her closest relationships 
while considering breast-reduction surgery. A chatty Gulf War veteran is plagued by a 
sexual-identity crisis. The characters in this collection search for meaning through the 
crucible of bodies—both their own and others’. Salvatore's stylized writing coaxes 
readers into murky territories as his characters spiral deeper into existential rabbit holes.  

Deb Olin Unferth, author of Vacation, writes: “With wit and energy, Salvatore writes his 
stylish, modern stories that tempt you with their playfulness, crush you with their 
poignancy, and inspire you with their spirit. What a relief to read. Their rhythm, their 
strength, their strangeness—bravo!”  6 PM, Calandra Italian American Institute, 25 West 
43rd Street, 17th floor, Manhattan. Free Admission. Seating is limited. Please call (212) 
642-2094 to pre-register with the Calandra Institute. 

 
Tuesday, May 15 Film & Discussion: Le Mamme di San Vito (2010),  65 minutes. Gianni 
Torres, dir.  In Bràs, one of the poorest districts of Sao Paulo, Brazil, the Nursery of San 
Vito provides day care and medical care for approximately 120 children.  Funds for its 
support are raised each year during the Festa di San Vito, when the Associazione 
Benefica di San Vito, founded by Italians who immigrated from Polignano a Mare (Bari 
province, Apulia) in the early twentieth century, sells Pugliese food to over 80,000 
customers. The women who prepare the food are known as “le mamme di San Vito.” 
Ranging in age from 75 to 95 years old, these volunteers prepare 4,000 plates of 
spaghetti, 3,000 plates of orecchiette, and 2,000 panzerotti per night. Director Gianni 
Torres tells their story in the context of the history of Apulian immigration to Sao Paulo 
as well as the current demand for childcare services in Bràs.  6 PM, Calandra Italian 
American Institute, 25 West 43rd Street, 17th floor, Manhattan. Free Admission. Seating 
is limited. Please call (212) 642-2094 to pre-register with the Calandra Institute. 
 
Sunday, May 20 Reading and Poetry Festival: Gil Fagiani will be among the readers at 
the 9th Annual event that will be featuring Journals and Editors: Adanna Literary Journal, 
Christine Waldeyer; Edison Literary Review, Gina Larkin; Exit 13, Tom Plante; 
Journal of New Jersey Poets, Sandy Zulauf; LIPS, Laura Boss; Painted Bride Quarterly, 
Marion Wrenn; Paterson Literary Review, Maria Mazziotti Gillan; The Raintown Review, 
Anna Evans; Schuykill Valley Journal, Brooke Hoffman; The Stillwater Review, Priscilla Orr; 
Tiferet, Donna Baier Stein; U.S. 1 Worksheets, Nancy Scott.  1:00 PM - 5:00 PM @ West 
Caldwell Public Library, 30 Clinton Rd., West Caldwell, New Jersey; 973-226-5441; 
www.dianelockward.com/fest.html. 

 



Members’ News 

Ed Fiorelli has recently published two books. Brazzi and Company is a collection of 
twenty-five short stories, including parodies on Henry James and Charles Dickens. His 
first novel, Mozart’s Rabbi centers on the American career of Lorenzo Da Ponte, librettist 
and friend of Wolfgang Mozart, and an early Italian immigrant who became a cultural 
ambassador of Italian letters in early 19th century  New York. Both books are available 
on Amazon.com and Barnes and Noble, as well as e-books.  

Theresa Varela, owner of Latina Libations on Spirituality, Psychiatry and Writing, 
interviewed Gil Fagiani about his literary work, new projects and new books, including 
Serfs of Psychiatry to be launched on Sunday, March 25 at Bowery Poetry Club. See 
event listing at http://theresavarela.com. 

Michael F. Capobianco has had a new book published: "How to Translate a Novel:A 
Novel" (Publish America Frederick 2012.) It is about Alda and Rafael who meet at a 
literary conference, decide to translate a novel together, fall in love with the novel and 
with each other. What happens between them is paralleled by the story they are 
translating and also by a story read by Rafael at the conference. Hence this book is an 
intertwining of three parallel stories of love. 

B. Amore announces the opening of Invisible Odysseys: Art by Mexican Farmworkers in 
Vermont at the Vermont Folklife Center in Middlebury on February 3, 5-7pm. The 
accompanying bi-lingual book of photographs and statements was partially funded by 
the Consulate General of Mexico in Boston and is available through Kokoro Press. 

Facing the Dragon, Gilda Morina Syverson’s full length poetry book, was released by 
Main Street Rag Publishing Co. in January, 2012 right after the start of the Chinese Year 
of the Dragon. The author’s page can be found at http://www.mainstreetrag.com/ 

GSyverson_2.html Michael Palma, Poetry Editor of Italian Americana says: “Readers will 
discover many fine things in Gilda Morina Syverson's Facing the Dragon, including the 
loving evocations of Italian American family life in the book's second section. But the 
third and final section is worth the price of admission all by itself: here, in poignant 
detail and with unfailing compassion, she presents an accumulating montage of death 
and mourning which becomes, in its refusal of all false and easy consolations, an 
affirmation of life and the will to endure.” 

The new novel by Anthony S. Maulucci, Mary of Magdala, paints a psychological 
portrait of a woman striving to define and then to fulfill her role as the only female 
apostle of Jesus the Messiah. Believing in her right to work as Peter’s partner in the 
leadership of the brethren, she is not discouraged by Peter’s refusal to accept her and is 
determined to continue her private campaign to spread the teachings of her beloved 
friend and master, with whom she has had an intimate relationship. She travels 
throughout Asia Minor and eventually to Rome in order to be close to Peter and 
convince him of her worthiness to work at his side. In Rome, Mary is befriended by a 
wealthy patrician widow who provides her with a life of luxury and the opportunity to 
act as Peter’s protector without his knowledge. Unhappy with this arrangement, Mary 
nevertheless accepts it in order to be in a position to keep Peter from harm and prevent 
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the further persecution of the members of the clandestine Christian movement. This is 
not what she believes she was truly meant to do; however, she bides her time and waits, 
struggling to keep a powerful politician who wants her for his mistress at a comfortable 
distance. While exploring the streets of Rome one evening, a chance encounter with a 
badly beaten young prostitute who dies in her arms gives Mary a renewed sense of 
purpose, and she begins her mission to save the exploited young women in the brothels 
of Rome. This turns out to be her most significant contribution, and it this work that is 
later used to by the Church to falsely label her as a penitent prostitute. Mary of Magdala, 

a novel by Anthony S. Maulucci, is currently available only in a Kindle edition from 
Amazon. To order a copy, http://www.amazon.com/dp/B006VPA8NC 

Mary Bucci Bush received a positive book review for her new book Sweet Hope 
published by Guernica Editions in Publishers Weekly, 
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-55071-342-8. In her thoroughly researched 
and engaging novel, Bush sheds light on the little known fate of Italian immigrant 
laborers who came to America expecting opportunity, but ended up working alongside 
African-Americans as indentured servants on southern cotton plantations 

Lousia Calio was interviewed.  
http://www.nuovacultura.net/ojs/index.php/in_limine/article/view/221 

Poet Angelo Zeolla, was recently a featured poet at Bronx Stories, a monthly series, at 
The Bronx Museum of the Arts that showcases stories inspired by artwork in the 
museum and by experiences in The Bronx. His poems have been published in the 2008 
Philadelphia Poets Anthology, and Avanti Popolo: Italian American Writers Sail beyond 
Columbus. He has also been working on an extended version of his 2008 self-published 
chapbook Versi Bronxesi(Bronx Verses).  Three Spoken Word Pieces by Angelo Zeolla 
can be found at http://italianamericanwritersassoc.wordpress.com/2011/10/17/three-
spoken-word-pieces-by-angelo-zeolla/ 

Fred Gardaphe & Dominic Candeloro have edited Reconstructing Italians in Chicago: 
Thirty Authors in Search of Roots and Branches. Chicago history/culture with an Italian 
flair! There is something for everybody in this eclectic volume. Every reader will find a 
topic or a writer that s/he wants to know more about. Publication of Reconstructing 
Italians in Chicago is a major step toward making Chicago's Italians the best 
documented (and best understood) in the nation. It is a gateway to both the academic 
and the personal exploration of Italians in Chicago, loaded with references that lead the 
reader to just about every source of information on the subject. Some of the writers 
include T Ardizzone,R Benedetti,A Bernardi,K Catrambone, J Colangelo, B DalCerro, P 
D'Agostino, T DeRosa, C Farella, T Guglielmo,B Lombardo,C Lombardo, R Lombardo, E 
Milani, R Miele, G Nardini, D Niemiec, P Pero,TRomano,V Romano, J Santacaterina, M 
Antonucci. http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0983553807/sr=1-
1/qid=1322495004/ref=olp_product_details?ie=UTF8&me=&qid=1322495004&sr=1-
1&seller= 

Thieves Never Steal InThe Rain, a new collection of linked stories about Loss, Love, and 
the Supernatural by Marisa Labozzetta is out. Love, humor, and the supernatural drive 
these stories about the intertwining lives of five female cousins, who learn that loss—
from misplacing keys to confronting death—is a constant force to be reckoned with. It is 
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also now available as an eBook from Amazon. http://www.amazon.com/Thieves-
Never-Linked-Stories 
ebook/dp/B00637TR2Q/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1321326303&sr=1-1 To 
order for computers, iPads, and other electronic devices, first download free 
applications by going to Kindle Store, then clicking on Kindle Store under Shop All 
Departments. 

Gil Fagiani’s chapbook, Serfs of Psychiatry, is now being published by Finishing Line 
Press and should be available by mid-January, 2012. “Fagiani’s poems tell the back story 
of the powerless and abandoned mentally ill and the equally powerless and abandoned 
low-level psychiatirc “serfs,” the attendants--the least-paid, least-respected workers, 
who are, pradoxically entrusted with the day-to-day care of severely disturbed, often 
violent patients…Move over Ken Kesey, we have another chronicler of the ‘Cuckoo’s 
Nest,’ Bronx-style.” Kirsten Andersen, Ph.D.clinical psychologist / Adjunct Professor at 
The School of Visual Arts. To order copies, visit Finishing Line Press at 
www.finishinglinepress.com and click on “NewReleasesandForthcomingTitles.htm.” 

Gil Fagiani’s poem “Frozen Marsh” was published in the March 2012 issue of First 
Literary Review East, which is edited by Cindy Hochman and Karen Neuberg. Visit 
www.rulrul.4mg.com. 

Anthony Buccino's latest poetry collection, “Sometimes I Swear in Italian” is about 
growing up Italian American in New Jersey, and, much later, discovering the roots of his 
ancestors. Despite its title, “Sometimes I Swear In Italian” contains no profanity in any 
language. For more information visit http://www.anthonybuccino.com 

Four books written by Dr. Marie Menna Pagliaro for educators have just been 
published by Rowman & Littlefield. The titles are: Educator or Bully? Managing the 21st 
Century Classroom; Exemplary Classroom Questioning: Promoting Thinking and Learning; 
Differentiating Instruction: Matching Strategies with Objectives; and Research-Based Unit and 
Lesson Planning: Maximizing Student Achievement. These books by Marie Pagliaro are in 
addition to her novel, That Woman and the Mafia Don, the profits of which go to help 
prevent young people from joining all kinds of ethnic gangs. To view the covers, 
synopses, and endorsements, visit her website at www.mariepagliaro.com. 

Daniel Quinn is the author of Organized Labor: Collected Poems (published by 
AuthorHouse), which covers four generations of American and family history, from the 
birth of his grandmother in NYC in 1887 to the fall of the Twin Towers in 2001. Like 
much of the poetry in this 46-page volume, the book's title has multiple allusions: from 
poems that deal with the organized labor movement in America (most notably, the 1913 
strike of 20,000 Paterson silk workers at Botto House in Haledon, NJ), to the labor of 
organizing--and reconciling--past and present (captured eloquently in the title poem, 
'Organized Labor'), to even the labor of preparing one's poetry for publication. Contact 
Mr. Quinn dquinn711@msn.com for more information 

Michael Palma's latest books are Jeanne d'Arc and Her Double, atranslation from 
Maurizio Cucchi (Gradiva Publications), and Begin in Gladness, a new collection of 
poems (Star Cloud Press); it can be ordered through Amazon or directly from the 
publisher at http://starcloudpress.com/. 
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Alessio Zanelli, who has appeared frequently in Italian Americana and in 
many other journals around the world, has published his fourth poetry 
collection, Over Misty Plains. It is available from the publisher at 
www.indigodreams.co.uk. 
 
Tovar Cerulli’s The Mindful Carnivore: A Vegetarian's Hunt for Sustenance has been 
published by Pegasus Books (distributed by W. W. Norton) and in eBook format by 
Open Road Media (2012).   From the Vermont woods comes an unlikely and provocative 
journey from vegan to hunter. Tracing the evolution of his dietary philosophy-from a 
fateful encounter with a brook trout to a rekindled relationship with the only hunter in 
his family—Cerulli's tale blends personal narrative with historical perspective. The book 
sets contemporary debates in context by looking back over our changing natural and 
cultural landscapes. At once compassionate and probing, The Mindful Carnivore invites 
us to reconsider what it means to eat.  www.tovarcerulli.com  
Denise Calvetti Michaels' first full-length poetry collection titled "Rustling 
Wrens" is scheduled for publication this September by Cave Moon Press. 
 
Frank Catalano’s latest book Rand Unwrapped:  Confessions of a Robotech Warrior was 
recently reviewed by Dunford in Midwest Book Review (March 2012) and Michael 
Woodhead in TCM Book Review (March 2012).  Read them at 
www.midwestbookreview.com and http://www.tcm-ca.com.  
 
Olivia Kate Cerrone interviewed Pulitzer Prize-nominated Italian American author 
John Domini for the journal Magna GRECE.  Read the interview at   
http://magnagrece.blogspot.com/2012/01/innovating-naples-interview-with-
author.html  
  
Adolfo Caso has published the final edition of his poem “The Empty Nest.” 
 
Frank Canino’s Via Crucis: A Way of the Cross was a finalist in the FilmMakers 
International Screenwriting Competition. This is the longest term competition Frank has 
ever entered.  The Angelina Project is back in Texas. Two productions are slated this 
spring to enter the state-wide competition directed by Glenn Price of University High 
School in Waco and Lisa Landry of Denver City High School. Nineteen high schools 
have done the script in Texas to date.  
 

Publishers’ News, Book Reviews, Contest Winners & Awards 

Descant 154: Sicily, Land of Forgotten Dreams, a North American anthology of nearly fifty 
contributors is available from www.decant.ca ($15).  Guest Editors: Michelle Alfano and 
Venera Fazio. American literary contributors include Gioia Timpanelli, Maria Fama, 
Louisa Calio, Gaetano Cipolla, Gil Fagiani, Salvatore Marici, Gilda Morina Syverson, 
Tasha Cotter, Enriqueta Carrington, and Harry Groome. Photo essays by Vincenzo 
Pietropaolo, Erik Kruthoff and Stephen Adamian. 
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Guido: Italian/American Youth and Identity Politics edited by Letizia Airos & Ottorino 
Cappelli and published by Bordighera Press includes essays on the phenomenon of the 
"guido": its origins and its relationship to the Italian/American community. The writers 
share their own views on a phenomenon that, in December 2009/January 2010, was 
filling newspapers and television programs, in reaction to the then new reality show 
Jersey Shore. The community's "dirty laundry" was finally aired in public, without 
maintaining the convention of bella figura, as a modern and pluralistic community does 
and should do. 

Pulitzer Prize-nominated Italian American author, John Domini was interviewed in the 
journal Magna GRECE http://magnagrece.blogspot.com/2012/01/innovating-naples-
interview-with-author.html 

Italica Press has published Medieval Naples: A Documentary History, 400-1400 
http://www.italicapress.com/index287.html and Torquato Tasso Love Poems for Lucrezia 
Bendidio http://www.italicapress.com/index426.html For a complete catalog,  

http://www.italicapress.com 

Vittoria repetto has reviewed A New Map: The Poetry of Migrant Writers in Italy by Mia 
Lecomte and Luigi Bonaffini (Legas-2001) for VIA. This anthology is a bilingual edition 
of poetry by migrant writers living and working in Italy. These migrant writers hail 
from places like Somalia, Iran, Iraq, Romania, Holland, Brazil and Albania. 

http://vittoriarepetto.wordpress.com/2011/10/29/review-of-a-new-way-the-poetry-of-
migrant-writers-in-italy/ 

Idea Publication announces the publication of, Barbarossa's Princess, a tale of intrigue, 
violence, sex, love and ultimate triumph. Elizabeth Vallone’s Barbarossa’s Princess is also 
a tapestry of the customs of the Holy Roman Empire, the Norman-Sicilian Court and 
mores of life in the 12th century. Barbarossa’s Princess is a veritable page turner. From the 
very first line, we are swept away on an adventure through the corridors of power in the 
12th century. We taste and smell the meals, we see the unusual medical practices; we 
hear all the raucous sounds of life in an age more refined and coarse than our own. At 
the center of this delightful tale is Constance de Hauteville, a woman drawn from a 
nunnery to become Empress of a continent. She becomes the bearer of the next Emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire. An innocent, along with her maid-servant, Constance enters 
the corridors of power and grows to become as forceful as those who would use her for 
their own gain. Vallone portrays Constance de Hauteville as a woman of chutzpah and 
humility, a mother who endures the humiliations of women in an earlier time, but who 
triumphs and endures.” Patrick McGuire, Senior Lecturer of English at University of 
Wisconsin.  

The Spaghetti Set, Family Served Italian Style by Rose Marie Boyd. Feel like a fly on the wall 
in the homes of two Italian-American families as a comedy of errors unfolds. The 
characters' irreverent, ludicrous and intimate behavior affirms the old adage: “Family is 
family, like it or not!” http://thespaghettiset.blogspot.com/ 
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Workshops & Conferences:  

This June, Patricia V. Davis will be hosting 2 one-week long writing workshops on the 
glorious island of Samos in Greece! You’ll spend your mornings after breakfast with 
Patricia talking about your own writing and fellow students’ writing, and creating new 
work with helpful hints from several unique writing exercises.  A special evening 
session will be dedicated to the assessment, marketability and potential avenues for 
publication for each participating writer's work. For published authors, there will be a 
separate session wherein many unique and creative marketing options will be explored 
to help your books get into the hands of everyone who wishes to read them. Session I: 
June 1-8, 2012; Session II: June 9-15, 2012 

Saturday April 14: Writer's Conference 2012 at William Paterson University English 
Department, Wayne, New Jersey. T: 973-720-2000 For information: 
http://www.wpunj.edu/cohss/departments/english/writers-conference/index.dot  

Literary & Research Queries 

Hofstra Entertainment is currently seeking to cast a staged reading of Eduardo de 
Filippo's comedy, Christmas in Naples. Casting 7-8 men, age range 20's-50's, and 4 
women, age range 20's -50's. Reading will take place at Hofstra in the Helene Fortunoff 
Theater (Monroe Lecture Center), Thursday, November 17, 8 pm and is presented as 
part of a three day conference event exploring Naples. Directed by Bob Spiotto. 
Familiarity with Italian is not required as the piece is performed in English and without 
Italian accents. No pay. Send pix and resume to robert.t.spiotto@hofstra.edu. 

Linda Baldanzia is a student at Drew University in NJ in a Poetry in Translation MFA 
program. “I am looking for a translator to help me with literal translations of several 
short poems. I do not read Italian well. It would be best if the Translator has lived in 
Italy. The translating will begin this June.” Contact Linda at 201-482-0597 or 
lindabaldanzi@mac.com. 

Dom Giordano, talk show host with WPHT 1210 AM Radio in Philadelphia, is looking 
for contributors to his book of recipes, Feast of the Seven Fishes, featuring stories and other 
Italian/family traditions and recollections of the Christmas season. Contact 
www.thefeastofthesevenfishes.com or Askdomg@aol.com  

Alexandra Maffei holds a Masters in Italian Literature and runs two blogs, one in 
English breakingnewts.blogspot.com the other in Italian, 
telegrafite.blog.espresso.repubblica.it/telegrafite. “I'm an excellent translator, fully 
conversant in Italian and American cultures, so consider me, should you know of or 
need services” viridiana430@msn.com 

R. D. Williams is writing about her immigrant experience and is willing to meet other 
writers. Also, seeking advice on how to obtain publisher. Contact: rosaria@gmail.com 
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Magazines, Contests & Calls for Submissions 

“My name is Flavia Laviosa and I am a professor of Italian culture and cinema at Wellesley 

College in the United States. I am writing to inform you of the newly established Journal of 

Italian Cinema and Media Studies published by Intellect. As the Editor of the journal, I invite you 

visit the website [at] http://bit.ly/oa7uDj and find more about this publication.” 

The Una Vita Foundation is committed to capturing the essence of Italian and Italian-American 

life in its new online story anthology. If you are an Italian, Italian-American, or have an engaging 

story that relates to Italy, submit your writing in 2000 characters or less and read stories by other 

contributors at http://www.una-vita.org/. From the home page, click on the blue “Submit a Story” 

tab and write away! Every month a panel of judges will choose one outstanding story from our 

website submissions and its author will receive a $100 Nordstrom gift card. The story will also be 

translated into Italian and published in the Italian magazine Clarus, which is circulated in 

Southern Italy. mwright.unavita@gmail.com 

Luigi Monteferrante is looking for a special edition on work by Italian/Italian American/Italian 

Canadian authors in the magazine: Chicago Quarterly Review 

http://www.chicagoquarterlyreview.com/ Work should be submitted to 

luigimonteferrante@yahoo.com 

Feile-Festa is an annual publication that comes out in the spring of each year. Though our 

preference is for creative work related to Irish and Italian/Sicilian themes, we are open to other 

Mediterranean cultures, all of which can relate to the respective country of family origin or the 

diasporas to America, Canada, etc. We are also interested in writing that evokes life in New York 

City. The reading period starts October 1st and ends January 1st. Please do not send submissions 

outside the time frame mentioned in the guidelines. www.medcelt.org/feile-festa/index.html 

The John D. Calandra Italian American Institute is happy to announce the re-launching of its bi-

annual journal the Italian American Review (IAR). The IAR features articles about the history 

and culture of Italian Americans, as well as other aspects of the Italian diaspora.The journal 

embraces a wide range of professional concerns and theoretical orientations in the social sciences 

and in cultural studies. Information for contributors can be found at: 

http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/calandra/italrev/iarcont.html. 

Journal of Italian Translation is a non-profit international journal devoted to the translation of 

literary works from and into Italian-English-Italian dialects. Subscription price is $25 per year. 

Submissions and inquiries should be sent to Luigi Bonaffini at l.bonaffini@att.net. All past issues 

can be downloaded from the journal’s website at www.jitonline.org 

Pyramid Arts and Poetry Magazine – “Where Rome and New York Meet” Pyramid Arts and 

Poetry is divided into three sections: Visual Art; Poetry & Literature; and Film. Listings of 

gallery exhibits, poetry readings, and film showings in New York and Rome accompany each 

section. For submission guidelines, visit http://www.pyramidmagazine.org 

VIA, Voices in Italian Americana, is published semi-annually in the Spring and Fall. Issues 

include sections of essays, fiction, poetry, review essays, reviews, and guest spots by prominent 

Italian/American writers. Subscriptions are $20.00 per year ($15.00 for seniors, students, and 

un[der]employed). For subscriptions & advertising, contact Anthony Julian Tamburri at 

tamburri@bordigherapress.org. 
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Italian Americana is the first and only cultural as well as historical review dedicated to the Italian 

experience in the New World; subscription price is $20 a year, $35 for two years, to: Italian 

Americana, University of Rhode Island/Providence, 80 Washington Street Providence, RI 02903-

1803. Check out the new Website supplement to the journal at www.italianamericana.com 

The Monday Night Playwrights’ Series is curated by Richard Fulco; interested playwrights could 

submit their work at richardfulco@aol.com 

Theatre Submissions: Post Road Magazine (Boston, Ma), a literary/visual arts journal, is 

accepting theatre submissions of very short one-act plays, sketches, and monologues. 

david@postroadmag.com 

The American Italian Historical Association Newsletter is now accepting submissions of book 

reviews. Please send all submissions Anthony.Tamburri@qc.cuny.edu 

Websites 

Visit IAWA’s blog at  http://italianamericanwritersassoc.wordpress.com/ and click the "Share" 
button so you can share the blog with your Facebook friends & Twitter fans. Also, find us on 
LinkedIn at http://www.linkedin.com/in/italianamericanwritersassoc. 

Visit the Italian American Writers Cafe blog at  
http://www.i-italy.org/bloggers/italian-american-writers-cafe. 

Italian Cultural Institute of New York, 686 Park Ave, Manhattan 
www.iicnewyork.esteri.it and click on their monthly newsletter available in digital 
format. 

Casa Belvedere, The Italian Cultural Foundation, a unique 2.75 acre cultural campus and 
community center on Staten Island for all to enjoy, is a registered 501(c) (3) not for profit 
organization that seeks to preserve, promote and celebrate the rich heritage of Italy by 
encouraging an appreciation of the Italian language, arts, literature, history, fashion, 
cuisine, and commerce through educational programs, exhibits and events.  To subscribe 
to the mailing list and learn more about the upcoming events and programs, call 718-
273-7660, e-mail info@casa-belvedere.org or click on to www.casa-belvedere.org.  

Anthony Buccino has created a blog for New Jersey poets to post info about events, links 
to their web sites and publishers and literary magazines. You can get email notices- no 
strings attached – when new items are posted. http://njpoetspoetry.blogspot.com/ 

BigFatPrize.com lists over 500 Writing Contests and competition categories like Essay, 
Fiction, Poetry, Short Story, Young Writers, Songwriting, Screenwriting, Playwright and 
Journalism 

Working Writer newsletter offers solid information with a good dose of humor and a 
spirit of writing camaraderie. WW is filled with articles on promotion, publishing, 
freelancing, different genres, how-to, and how-not-to, written by readers across the 
country. To receive a free copy (no obligation) by e-mail , send a request to 
workingwriters@aol.com. Or check out www.workingwriter1.com 
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I-Italy: The Italian American Digital Project (http://www.i-italy.org) is online. This site 
is a forum for discussion and debate over Italian American social and cultural issues, 
home to numerous Italian American blogs, and the place to read leading Italian 
American commentators columns on Italian American life. 

Readers are requested to visit www.italianamericanpress.com to order or obtain 
information about the fascinating books listed below written by Italian Americans on a 
variety of interesting topics. At The Italian-American Press, there are links for finding 
translators, a literary marketplace, and writers’ guilds, aside from links such as Tools for 
Italian American Writers, Italian American Books, Italian American Publishers, and the 
Internet’s best selection of self-published Italian American Books (84 Titles). 

KIT-Kairos Italy Theater’s mission is to create a cultural exchange program between 
Italy, the US and the international community, to unveil artistic and creative sides of 
these two countries to the world. http://www.kitheater.com/ 

New York Foundation for the Arts, Visit NYFA Source, the most comprehensive 
database of awards, services, and publications available to artists in all disciplines. 
www.nyfa.org/ 

The Write Stuff – Online Newsletter of Word Journeys at 
www.wordjourneys.com contains articles on self-publishing, new services and grist for 
the pen: tips. 

The ACLS History E-Book Project www.historyebook.org is an electronic resource that 
includes over 1230 full-text, cross-searchable books in the field of history selected by 
historians for their continuing importance to students and scholars. Individuals can also 
subscribe through a membership in the American Historical Association or the 
Renaissance Society of America. 

Accenti, The Canadian Magazine with an Italian Accent at www.accenti.ca/ 

The AA Independent Press Guide is a free, online resource for writers at 
http://www.thunderburst.co.uk. The guide has detailed listings on over 2,000 literary 
and genre magazines and publishers from around the world, plus links to over 750 
Internet magazines. 

virtualitalia.com is an online resource for Italians, Italian Americans and enthusiasts of 
Italian culture. 

littap.org is a new resource for literary presenters, with tools such as Guidelines for 
Writers Fees. In addition to featuring Italian American, Italian Canadian and Italian 
writers, the site has reviews and links to the sites of writers of Italian Australian, Italian 
French and Italian Latino American origins. 

For the calendar of events for the Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimò, go to 
http://www.nyu.edu/pages/casaitaliana/events.html 

For the calendar of events for the Italian Academy at Columbia University, go to 
http://www.italianacademy.columbia.edu/calendar/calendar.html 
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The Immigration History Research Center is at http://www.ihrc.umn.edu 

See Poets & Writers for leads to prizes for writers, and places to get away and write, 
links to grants, conferences and residencies. http://www.pw.org/toolsforwriters 

ItalianAmericanWriters.com is an archive of samples of contemporary Italian Amerian 
writing; writers include Dennis Barone, Marisa Frasca, Maria Mazziotti Gillan, Bob 
Viscusi, Anthony Tamburri, Fred Gardaphe, Stephen Massimilla, Alfredo de Palchi, 
Peter Covino, Paola Corso, Gil Fagiani, Louisa Calio, etc. Also check out the other 
website edited by Daniella Gioseffi - www.PoetsUSA.com/ 

 

Of Interest 

On October 25, 2011, the CinqueTerre towns of Monterosso & Vernazza both UNESCO 
World Heritage sites visited annually by 2.5 million tourists were devastated by massive 
flooding and mudslides. Please go to 
http://www.rebuildmonterosso.com/2011/12/forza-monterosso.html?spref & 
http://www.savevernazza.com 

IAVANET Mentoring Program: Founded in 2007, the Italian-American Visual Artists' 
Network (IAVANET) is a group of 18 painters, sculptors, photographers, and designers 
based in the greater New York City area. The collective credentials of the artists 
encompass the worlds of museum and gallery exhibitions, art education, and work in 
the marketplace of art and design. To view their portfolio, visit www.iavanet.org. 
Mindful of the great tradition of Italian excellence in the visual arts and its artistic 
heritage, the group is currently establishing a mentoring program for aspiring Italian-
American visual artists of high school and college age. In the program participants will 
review and evaluate portfolios, offer advice on improving particular technical skills, and 
suggest projects that would be suited to the individual's artistic personality. IAVANET 
will also curate shows of the work of students who participate in the program. 
Interested student artists can contact Richard Laurenzi at info@iavanet.org, specifying 
the area of mentoring they are seeking (painting, sculpture, photography, or design 
arts), to set up an interview.  

Diasporic Continuities: A Salon Discussion Point on the Changing Face of Italian 
Unification on the Verge of its 150th Anniversary, 
http://disunification.blogspot.com/How you can join the conversation: Still a work in 
progress, for now, please join the conversation by commenting on one of the existing 
posts or become a follower of the discussions. If you would like to post something 
yourself (rather than comment), please email Laura Ruberto (lruberto@peralta.edu) or 
Pasquale Verdicchio (pverdicchio@yahoo.com). 

Association of Friends of Piedmont in New York:We are a group of artists, professionals, 
scientists and business owners sharing an interest for the Piedmont Region, either 
because we were born there or because we appreciate the contribution that people from 
Piedmont have made to the arts, sciences and industry.You can learn more about the 
Association at http://piedmontinnewyork.blogspot.com  

http://www.ihrc.umn.edu/
http://www.pw.org/toolsforwriters
http://www.italianamericanwriters.com/
http://www.poetsusa.com/
http://www.rebuildmonterosso.com/2011/12/forza-monterosso.html?spref
http://www.savevernazza.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=nzex7gdab&et=1107295447117&s=5017&e=001C04BNLiEd-4pQNcTvNXjwEKJsDT39e6DCbX5PawHLgNb-GY2dV9TCq2wJG8Tn3nLoDLArq0ddqWYcCPpt4kIgb__IKPOhTn8sN3-6hFr0-UIKIY4a-N-aQ==
mailto:info@iavanet.org
http://disunification.blogspot.com/
mailto:lruberto@peralta.edu
mailto:pverdicchio@yahoo.com
http://piedmontinnewyork.blogspot.com/


Vittoria repetto rents her charming vacation house in Framura, in the Ligurian region on 
a weekly to monthly basis at a reasonable price. It is the perfect place for vacation 
especially great if you are a writer or a painter. The occupancy is for 4 people; there are 2 
bedrooms. The town is 3 towns north of the Cinqueterre towns. For detailed information 
and pictures, http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/p211239 

Italian American Writers, a Cablevision television series hosted by Vito De Simone, runs 
each month on many New York area and other Cablevision systems, including 
Manhattan, Long Island and some Brooklyn systems. Check local listings for channels 
and times. 

The New York-based Italian-American Playwrights Forum meets at the Calandra 
Institute three Thursdays a month to develop plays and carry out discussions about 
Italian-American identity/themes. The work itself does not have to be about an Italian-
American theme. Please contact Gian Di Donna gian@att.net for information. 

http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/p211239
mailto:gian@att.net

